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Wrong Man Court Martialled 

BRISBANE, Friday. 

 

When Stanley James Rollins, 25, labourer, of Nowra, N.S.W., faced a court-martial at 

Amberley this week on a charge of desertion from the R.A.A.F., it was found he had never 

been in the Air Force. 

He told court-martial officers he was destitute, and he was given a free railway ticket back to 

N.S.W. and £3 for pocket money. 

Rollins spent to-night at Archerfield R.A.A.F. station. He will get a train home tomorrow. 

Rollins's christian names, surname, age, and description corresponded exactly with the 

wanted man. 

He was arrested eight days ago by Sydney R.A.A.F. police in Nowra. 

R.A.A.F. officers believed he was a man who deserted from Archerfield station 260 days ago. 

At a preliminary hearing before Group-Captain Garing he denied he was the wanted Rollins. 

The hearing was adjourned, and on investigation officers discovered the mistake. 

 

 



 
 

Source:- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/1068949 
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“Deserter” Was Never In R.A.A.F. 
 

 
 

'DESERTER' WAS NEVER IN R.A.A.F. 

AIR FORCE officials at Amberley this week attempted to court-martial a civilian for 

desertion. 

But at the preliminary hearing before the trial they discovered the man had never been in the 

R.A.A.F. 

Service police had arrested the civilian at Nowra (95 miles south of Sydney) eight days ago. 

They held him in Sydney, and he was brought to Amberley in custody on Tuesday to face 

court-martial. 

The man, who appeared as Stanley James Rollins, 25, labourer, of Nowra, denied at a 

preliminary hearing before Group Captain W. H. Garing, that he was the wanted man. 

The charge was remanded and officers then discovered he had never been in the Air Force. 

They released him' later. 

The man was given a free railway ticket back to N.S.W., and £3 for pocket money. 

Last night he was a guest at Archerfield R.A.A.F. station. He will catch his train home to-day. 

Rollins' Christian name, surname, age, and description corresponded exactly with a man 

alleged to have deserted from Archerfield 260 days ago. 

A R.A.A.F. spokesman claimed last night: 'This man told the Sydney service police that he 

was the wanted Rollins at the time of his arrest.' 
 

Source:- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/50225410 
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